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Delay and Pit, 2013, Guo Yu-Ping.
An installation comprised of a 14min film, seven painting and this libretto
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The Reconstruction Project of the New Capital Nanjing(1929)
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An aerial photograph of the Chung Hsing New Village 1976.12.11 No : 65P76.
Source: Aerial Survey Office, Forestry Bureau, Council of Agriculture, Executive Yuan
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The Chung Hsing New Village
Timeline
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1928

After the Nationalists' Northern
Expedition, the Nationalist government
failed to establish a comprehensive ruling
regime. Termed euphemistically as the
central government, its jurisdiction was
limited to the five coastal provinces and
the region around Shandong province.
The warlords controlled the other regions
of Mainland China. In the meantime,
the Chinese Nationalist Party (known as
Kuomintang, KMT) was on the brink of
split due to its internal struggle between
fractions. The Western powers recognized
the Nationalist government but did not
offer substantial support because they
were concerned at its unstable status. At
this point, the Nationalist government
not only designed a plan for political
tutelage and nation-building based on the
principle of "single-party rule," namely
the KMT led the people to enhance
political and economic development, but
also started large-scale construction in
Nanjing, the capital of China at that time,
in order to increase its political power and
thereby highlight itself as the orthodox
representative of Chinese revolution.

The "modern city planning" developed
in the Western world around 1910
was introduced into China and then
institutionalized in the late 1920s. The
modern city planning for Nanjing was
the first blueprint conception of large-
scale plan to build a modern state capital
after the feudal regime was overthrown.
By reference to the chessboard design



of Washington, D.C., the capital of the
United States, this plan symbolized the
Chinese progress from chaos to civilized
order. The establishment and arrangement
of administrative institutions embodied the
principle of single-party rule. The style
of the architectural complex combined
those of modern buildings and Chinese
palaces. Through selective reorganization,
this plan transformed the previous cultural
form. This plan reorganized the past time
and space, shaped a specific collective
memory, and therefore facilitated the
establishment of a modern China that
reflected KMT's ideal and was similar to
the Western political system.
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1937

The Chinese capital was moved to
Chonggqing due to the outbreak of the war
against Japan. The modern city plan for
Nanjing was abandoned abruptly.



1949

The KMT was defeated by the Chinese
Communist Party in the Chinese civil
war. Therefore, it was forced to retreat
to the island named Taiwan. The status
of this island was instantly changed from
periphery to the geographical location of
central government and the base for anti-
Communism and restoring jurisdiction
over Mainland China. Taipei City became
the provisional capital of the Republic of
China.

The Nationalist government originally
planned to stay in Taiwan temporarily,
and therefore ignored the modern city
planning. Its concern was limited to the
urban transportation system and public
infrastructure necessary for military
evacuation, as well as to a series of
village-building plans for accommodating
the large number of soldiers, civilians, and
officials retreated with the government to
Taiwan.

Nevertheless, the KMT's ideal of Chinese
modernization and its political and social
momentum for building a modern nation
state were brought together to Taiwan in
flight from the civil war.

At the time, the Nationalist government
enforced martial law in Taiwan in order to
suppress political opposition. Meanwhile,
its legitimacy of representing China
was at stake (it suffered from the crisis
of legitimacy in representing China).
However, after the outbreak of the Korean
War, the United States forced Japan to
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sign a bilateral treaty with the Republic of
China. This treaty not only ended the state
of war between the two countries since
the outbreak of the Second World War, but
also unilaterally confirmed the Nationalist
government as the orthodox representative
of China.

Taiwan has undergone rapid modernization
under the authoritarian single-party rule.
The imagination and expectation about
future were transformed into various kinds
of snappy slogans. At that time, every
development carries an official slogan
such as "improving people" s living
standard," "state modernization," and
"balanced development."



1953

After the end of the Second World War,
many countries embarked on new city
planning by treating "Garden City, " as a
model because they faced the issues of
city reconstruction and rapid population
growth. As a result, the number of
suburban residential development case
increased rapidly and the "garden city
movement" became a global trend in the
post-war period.

{Two Supplementary Essays on
Education and Recreation to the Principle
of People's Welfare) written by Chiang
Kai-Shek was published. "Urban
ruralization and rural urbanization"
became a popular slogan of development
during the 1950s and 1960s.

1954

The First Taiwan Strait Crisis occurred
with the artillery bombardment against
Kinmen on 3 September 1954. The United
States began to reconsider its attitude
towards the Nationalist government. The
Chinese Communist Party subsequently
deployed its military aircrafts to the newly
constructed coastal airports. At the time,
the central government in Taiwan declared
the state of "mandatory evacuation,"
which instructed the Taiwan provincial
government to temporarily move to the
suburbs of Taipei City.

2 The book (A Peaceful Path to Real Reform) written by Ebenezer Howard (published in 1898) proposes a reform

model to address the issues of urban overpopulation and rural depopulation caused by British industrial development.
The term "Garden City" is also mentioned in this book. After a century, this term is no longer merely the theory and

graphics in the book, but refers to the post-war suburban city planning based on the concept of

Decentralization.”
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1955

The central government in Taiwan ordered
the provincial government to move to
the middle-south region of Taiwan in the
name of anti-air raid evacuation.

After being defeated, the sovereign
territory over which the Nationalist
government claimed jurisdiction
was inconsistent with that it actually
controlled. The Republic of China became
a state of one province. In order to
highlight the existence of the provincial
level, the southward moving of the
provincial government not only met the
need for anti-air raid, but also performed a
symbolic function.

The central government set up a group
of evacuation planning and examination
in 1955. This group decided to build a
city-scale administrative center for the
provincial government around Ying
Pan Kou and Nei Lu, Nantou City. The
central government began to expropriate
private lands by purchase and relocated
graveyards in order to transform this
region into the hinterland for the
development of the central and southern
parts of Taiwan and to put the idea of
balanced urban-rural development into
practice. This administrative center was
named the "Chung Hsing New Village" to
remind people of "restoring jurisdiction
over Mainland China."
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June 1956

The construction of the Chung Hsing New
Village started.

According to its experience of on-the-spot
investigation in Britain, the construction
team drew up a blueprint of the New
Village. It was a residential-industrial
complex, characterized by British suburban
style of street arrangement, neighborhood
units, and a wide range of vegetation
coverage. The Chung Hsing New Village
was a real architectural complex built
from scratch according to the blueprint.
Different from the Chinese palace-
style design in Nanjing, the war-time
budgetary stringency and the emphasis
on the difference between the provincial
and central governments determined the
minimalist and functional style of the
architectural complex of the Village. It
was equipped with sophisticated modern
facilities, independent water supply
system, and the first drainage system in
Taiwan capable of separating rainwater
from wastewater.

The residents in the Chung Hsing New
Village were the staff members of the
provincial government and their family
dependents. Most of them were the
political immigrants who moved to
Taiwan with the KMT. At the western
side of the Village, a wall of 1.6 km-long
separated the Village from the outskirt
settlements of farmers. Most residents in
these settlements were the descendants of
the immigrants from Zhangzhou, a part of
Fujian province, when Taiwan was under



Qing Dynasty rule. Accordingly, the wall
also marked off the boundary between two
completely different languages, cultures,
and social structures.

The Chung Hsing New Village was
not organically generated because the
migration of its residents was determined
by the transfer of duties. Ostensibly, the
pattern of social life in the Village was
consistent with Ebenezer Howard's Garden
City theory. However, it was in fact a
garden city completely supported by state
institutions and managed by the provincial
government. It was a model of future
built by political power from scratch. It
incarnated the ideal form of living based
on the Western theory of city planning.
Compared to the Taiwanese society co-
existed with the Chung Hsing New
Village, the time the Village experienced
stretched forward.

The Chung Hsing New Village did not
achieve its initial goal of facilitating the
development of the central and southern
parts of Taiwan. It was a political district
since its completion. It demonstrated
to the society an ideal modern life in a
progressive and exemplary manner.
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1970s

The structure of Taiwanese society
underwent a rapid transformation. The
Chung Hsing New Village gradually
lost its aura of being a symbol of
modernization. The merger between its
institutions and agencies compromised
its administrative efficiency. The
mismanagement of accommodation
gradually disintegrated the residential-
industrial complex. The proliferation of
illegal construction changed the landscape
of the Village. The outflow of the younger
generation caused a demographic chasm.
The surrounding farmlands became the
objects of real estate investments due to
the rise of tourism. The Chung Hsing New
Village gradually became a periphery park
of Taichung metropolitan area.



1994

The Self-governance Act for Provinces
and Counties was passed. The Taiwan
provincial government became an
autonomous local government. The
governor was no longer designated by the
central government but elected by people.
Subsequently, the provincial government
planned to restore the prosperous and
progressive image of the Chung Hsing
New Village by enlarging its scale, and
therefore held a public design competition.

1996

The election of the first democratically
elected president of Taiwan highlighted
the problem of overlapping jurisdiction
between the central and local governments.
The National Assembly soon embarked
on the Constitution revision regarding the
reduction of the provincial level.
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1998

The provincial government entered the
transitional period of reduction. The
staff members successively moved away
from the Village due to duty transfer or
retirement and therefore had no right
to stay in the government-supported
accommodation. The vacancy rate
increased annually. The uninhabited
houses collapsed with time. The
Chung Hsing New Village was born
by political decision-making, that is,
its survival depended on the support of
state institutions. Once its umbilical cord
was cut out, it would shrink and decline
rapidly.



1999

The 921 earthquake destroyed partial
buildings and accommodations of the
Chung Hsing New Village. The claim that
the Village has already declined spread
like wildfire. Its status of delay became
unbearable in terms of the timeline of
progress and development. Various new
schemes of reform have been proposed,
but unfortunately none was fulfilled.
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2008

The Council for Economic Planning
and Development in the Executive Yuan
decided to transform the Chung Hsing
New Village into a technological R&D
park.



_23-



PR T R S A B LG  » o BT A TE E H - 1956 -
B A AR« BRI E T B A (OO 8 R B A ) o AR
1956-1959 » Bf Bk N BIR B & RHE ©

The west flank of Mount Da-Hu, Nei-Lu Dist., Nantou City. It was the pre-
selected site for the Chung Hsing New Village. 1956.

Source: Chinesne Taipei Film Archive. The image is taken from news
footage, "The Prosperous JSNV(1956-1959)".



